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Barnard Library: Finding the Best Resources
Librarian: Lois Coleman

lcoleman@barnard.edu | 212-854-9095

STARTING YOUR RESEARCH
· Consult Barnard Library home page and the Research Guide for this class
· Reference Desk: 2nd floor - Mon-Thurs 9-9, Fri 9-6, Sat 1-6, Sun 2-10.  Please ask questions!  You are not interrupting us!
· RefWorks: For instructions on using this convenient way of saving your references and putting them into your papers, click on “RefWorks and EndNote” on the library home page.  
FINDING BOOKS
CLIO shows the titles of books and journals in the Columbia libraries, but NOT the articles in journals
· Known item searching - examples of three types of citations (in MLA style):
A book: Equiano, Olaudah. The Interesting Narrative Of The Life Of Olaudah Equiano.  Boston: Bedford Books of St. Martin's Press, 1995. 

An essay or chapter in a book: Boland, Eavan. “Finding Anne Bradstreet.”  Green Thoughts, Green Shades: Essays By Contemporary Poets On The Early Modern Lyric.  Ed. Jonathan F.S. Post. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 2002.  176-190.
An article in a journal: Christophersen, Bill. “Agnostic Tensions in Hawthorne's Short Stories.” American Literature 72.3 (2000): 595-624.
· Keyword search: use quotes for a phrase, use ? for truncation (for variant endings) 
· Limiting to books in Barnard Library: use the Pre-select Limits or Post Limits options
· Library of Congress (LC) Call Numbers: P-Z on 2nd floor, A-N on 3rd floor.
In the LC classification system, the first number is a whole number (i.e. H5 is before H4501), but the number after the point is like a decimal (i.e. H8 .A4811 comes before H8 .A5).  The call number reflects the first subject heading listed in the record.
FINDING ARTICLES 

· The Databases (Journal articles and more) list on the Barnard Library home page gives you access to all the databases for finding scholarly journal articles, magazine and newspaper articles, archival materials, statistics, images, online encyclopedias and dictionaries, etc.  

· If you are off campus, you must use your UNI and password.

Scholarly Journals vs. Popular Magazines:
· Scholarly journals are periodicals for specialized readership; the articles are written by scholars or experts in a field of study, describing “cutting edge” research.  Popular magazines are written for a general audience, and the vocabulary is less specialized.  In higher education, you are required to use scholarly materials in your research.
· Scholarly articles are “peer reviewed” or “refereed” by other experts; this is a kind of quality control mechanism.  They have footnotes (or endnotes) and references.  In the sciences and the social sciences they also have an abstract.

· A page with more details is at training.proquest.com/trc/training/en/peervsscholarly.pdf or search scholarly vs popular on YouTube to find a 3 minute video from Peabody Library with good examples. 
HANDS-ON EXERCISE 

· Go to the Databases (Journal articles and more) list on the library home page.
· Click on the initial letter of the database you need (where it says “List databases by title:”) and scroll down to it.

Humanities Full Text
1. Search for articles that would be useful for a paper on this topic:
Religion in Shakespeare’s play “The Tempest.”  
Do it by putting religion in one search box and tempest in the next. 
2. How many results did you obtain? _________
3. Click on Advanced Search to go back to the search screen.  Below the search boxes, find where you can limit the Document Type to “feature articles” using a drop-down list, and search again, using this limit to find articles only.  
4. Now how many results do you get? _______________

5. Look on the Help page to find the truncation symbol for a keyword search in Humanities Full Text.  What is the truncation symbol?  ___________
MLA Bibliography
1. Return to the Databases list and go to the MLA database. Search in MLA for resources that would be useful for the topic Religion in Shakespeare’s Tempest, using the same search as above.
2. How many results did you obtain? ______________

3. From the list of citations, find one that is a book chapter, and write down the title of the book:
________________________________________________________________________________

4. Find a citation for a book chapter in a book at Butler Library (click on e-Link or on “Search the catalog at Columbia”) and write down the book's call number: ____________

JSTOR
1. Go to the Advanced Search.

2. Find out how many results there are with tempest in the title and
religion in the full text. __________
3. Use the check boxes to select articles only.  Now how many results are there? _________

Proquest
1. Using the same search as above,  search for resources for the topic Religion in Shakespeare’s Tempest.  How many results do you find?  ______________ 
2. How many of them are scholarly journal articles? ____________

If you have time left: Use the topic that you have chosen for your own English paper to try some searches, and see what you can find.  (NOTE: MLA is not useful for research about Ancient Greek and Latin texts.)  Set up a RefWorks account and download some references, or print them out.
